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^ (57) Abstract: A metal ion elution unit comprising a plurality of electrodes (102, 103), a drive circuit (not shown) for applying a 
1^ voltage between the electrodes, and a control circuit (not shown) for controlling the drive circuit to bring about a first current mode 
(-». where the polarity of a voltage applied between the electrodes is inverted periodically and the current flowing through the electrodes 
fv| has a first current level for a predetermined period after the polarity of the voltage applied between the electrodes is inverted, and 
then bring about a second current mode where the current flowing through the electrodes has a second current level different from 
the first current level. With such an arrangement, elution of metal ions can be carried out efficiently and stably over a long term. 
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